THE TREATY OF S&VRES            in
The occupation was carried out, but by British sailors
and soldiers alone; and only when the French and
Italians saw that it had been successful and that the
whole control of the city and area would be in British
hands, did they combine and claim a share in this con-
trol. Martial law was proclaimed. The life of the
city was to continue as before. The Ottoman Govern-
ment was allowed to work, but every branch was to
be carefully supervised. The Ministry of War, the
Admiralty, the customs, passports, ports, telegraphs and
newspapers were watched and controlled by Allied
officers. The Allied Police Commission already in
existence was strengthened, and the French had some
organization for the gendarmerie.
On the night prior to the occupation a number of
prominent Turks were arrested as active supporters of
the Nationalists. In the prisons there were already
many officials and officers, accused of participation in
massacres or ill-treatment of prisoners-of-war. They
were all shipped off at once and imprisoned in a camp
at Malta.'
The story of these deportees is a sorry one. Among
them were evil criminals, who had murdered prisoners-
of-war. Many were ordinary normal Turks who had
been leading men in Turkey during the war. Some
were arrested on the poor evidence of a couple of Arme-
nian women or on that of an enemy. More than one
was arrested in error. They were imprisoned in condi-
tions quite out of keeping with their rank or position.
They were kept two years in confinement without being
charged with any crime. They were herded all together,